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The immediate result of opening Junglewood plantations will be the production of a large quantity of fuel which will solve the problem of fuel supply in urban areas. Fuel reserves like those in Veli and Azhur plantations have proved to be failures and afforestation of these areas has to be resorted to. The growing of cashewnut trees under the Taungya system is a cheap method and may be tried. The formation of casurina plantations on the sea coast as is the case in Madras is yet another direction to meet the growing demand for fuel in urban areas. Perhaps in this matter the Madras example may be followed, namely, of initiating the plantations and after successfully working them they may be handed aver to private enterprise.
A well known fact is that the forests contain an enormous quantity of reeds or eeta from which pulp can be prepared for the manufacture of paper. The availability of these materials in sufficient quantities has been ascertained in some rough way. It was announced somewhere that the stuff was sent to a well known paper manufacturing firm in North India and that they were able to manufacture good paper to the satisfaction of Government. Here is another field for development. As a practical test the Punalur Mills utilise these reeds and convert them into paper and the present arrangement is that they should buy 2,500 tons for the next two years and 3,500 tons annually thereafter. The Mill authorities have already taken steps to expand their activities and consume eight or even ten thousand tons in the next few years with the new machinery already installed, As the Mills have already come under the working influence of -Messrs. Harveys, they are likely to increase the output of paper. It is also on the cards to start another Paper Mill at a site on the side of the Periyar river where about 25,000 tons of reeds are available. The production of newsprint from these materials is a practical proposition. If this project becomes a fait accumple, the name of the Sachivothama will go down to posterity and this will be reckoned a more